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f.1 . (C)  MDC  president  Morgan  Tsvangirai  told  the  Ambassador 

December  11  that  MDC  negotiators  had  returned  from  South 
Africa  without  an  agreement.  Sticking  points  are  MDC 
insistence  on: 

--implementation  of  a new  constitution  before  the  election; 
--reconstitution  of  the  Zimbabwe  Electoral  Commission  (ZEC); 
--cleansing  of  voters'  rolls  and  delimitation  of 
parliamentary  constituencies  under  the  ZEC; 

--an  end  to  intimidation  of  the  opposition  and  an  improved 
political  atmosphere  to  allow  the  MDC  to  hold  meetings  and 
have  access  to  the  media; 

--an  election  date  that  would  give  the  MDC  sufficient  time  to 
prepare  for  elections; 

--international  observation  of  the  elections. 

%2 . (C)  Tsvangirai  said  negotiations  will  continue  in  Harare. 

Even  if  an  agreement  was  not  reached,  the  MDC  intended  to 
contest  the  elections.  Tsvangirai  also  stated  he  was 
reaching  out  to  the  MDC  Mutambara  faction;  he  was  confident 
of  a rapprochement  that  would  see  the  two  factions 
participating  as  a coalition  in  the  elections.  Finally, 
Tsvangirai  noted  the  MDC,  despite  efforts  at  fundraising, 
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still  lacked  sufficient  resources. 

13.  (C)  In  a follow-up  meeting  on  December  11,  MDC 

spokesperson  Nelson  Chamisa  told  polecon  chief  that  the  MDC 
executive  would  meet  on  December  15  and  the  national  council 
on  December  16.  He  expected  both  bodies  to  endorse  a 
decision  to  participate  in  elections,  even  if  they  occurred 
in  March.  Acknowledging  that  the  MDC  could  face  an  unlevel 
playing  field,  Chamisa  said  the  MDC  had  no  choice.  Sitting 
out  the  election  would  allow  ZANU-PF  to  claim  legitimacy — its 
perversion  of  the  electoral  process  would  not  be  exposed — and 


the  MDC  would  likely  be  finished  as  a party. 

f4 . (C)  While  Chamisa  was  also  confident  about  an  accord  with 

the  Mutambara  faction,  he  was  less  sanguine  about  the  rift 
within  the  MDC ' s Women's  Assembly  (Ref).  He  thought 
Tsvangirai  and  the  leadership  had  blundered  in  removing  Lucia 
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Matibenga  as  chair--her  removal  was  potentially  more 
destabilizing  than  the  rupture  with  the  Mutambara  faction — 
but  he  was  cautiously  hopeful  the  damage  could  be  repaired  in 
this  weekend's  meetings. 


Comment 


f.5 . (C)  All  signs  now  point  to  March  elections.  Despite  the 

deteriorating  economy  and  wide-spread  disenchantment  with 
ZANU-PF,  the  MDC  faces  an  uphill  struggle.  It  has  not  yet 
healed  its  internal  divisions  and  has  not  yet  begun  to 
seriously  campaign.  It  is  under-resourced.  And  the 
political  atmosphere  remains  largely  unchanged.  Whether  or 
not  there  is  a SADC  agreement,  crucial  to  MDC  chances  is  the 
creation  of  democratic  space,  a development  of  which  we  see 
no  signs. 

MCGEE 


